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Dear Friends 
 
At a time of turmoil in politics when there are strong views held in anger, it is natural 
to feel frustrated and angry with the whole situation. What can be done except to 
wait in hope that something good may come out of this mess? 
 

Has God abandoned us? It appears so; yet there are signs of God’s care at work 
among us: first the harvest – enormous fields of grain have been gathered in, and 
fruit and vegetables, because of the good weather over the summer; and holidays in 
sunshine, even here in Britain! 
 

Then, in our churches, all villagers, whether ‘religious’ or not, are joining us in caring 
for our historic buildings; the buildings that speak of our survival through the 
centuries: through political unrest, civil wars, world wars, plagues, famines and 
floods. These buildings are signs of our place in history, and the triumph of good 
over evil, and we trust they will be preserved for generations to come. 
 

Cheering have been the produce shows – grand displays of flowers, fruit and 
vegetables, bringing enjoyment, and binding us together as communities. 
 

Ahead, the season of remembrance approaches: the ancient feast of Hallowe’en; 
the fireworks reminding us how Guy Fawkes almost destroyed Parliament; and our 
Remembrance services as we honour all those that died in ‘the war to end all wars’.  
 

These memories bring the comforting reminder that our country’s life does continue. 
May there be a harvest of peace, as we go through this time, in our businesses, our 
farming communities, our personal lives, and in our political system. 
 

May God bless you all, 
Love, Anne 
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Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
   
Should you wish to discuss or book Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals, please contact 
Rev Anne Hinks whose details are on the front page.  If Anne is not available, please 
contact one of the Churchwardens, noted below, who will pass on your details.  

 
Churchwardens for the Benefice are as follows:  

Flecknoe  Andrew Grant  01788 891076;     Laura Seago         07980 881545 

Grandborough Peter Johnson 01788 814994     

L’ton Hastings Brian Cooke 01926 632917 

Willoughby  Jackie Gibbard 01788 891191;     Karen Nichols       07866 572209 

Readers:  Dr Alec Parker, 01926 812548 and Karen Hatch,    01926 812363 

 
From the Registers 

 
Baptism:     We welcome Anabelle Rose Foster into the life and membership 
  of the church family.  Anabelle was baptised at All Saints’ Church, 
  Leamington Hastings on the 8th September. 
 
Weddings:     We congratulate the following couples whose weddings took place 
  at all Saints’ Church, Leamington Hastings. 
 
  Robert Fergus Buchanan and Harriet Rebecca Scott  on 
   29th June.     
 
                     Samuel Frederick Powell and Philippa Jane Cox on 20th July. 
 
                        Nicholas Richard James Kennell and Leila Rose Callaghan on 
 21st September.   

♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

Confirmation 
 
What is my faith about? 
 
When babies are christened, their parents make promises on their child’s behalf that 
their children will believe in Jesus Christ and be brought up to grow in faith in God.  
But that means there is a need for each person, as they grow older, to decide for 
themselves whether they wish to be a Christian and to follow the Lord’s way in life.  
For those who are wondering about their faith, it is normal to not be sure. 
 
In the autumn there will be opportunities to meet together to discuss the Christian 
faith in a fun and friendly way, and then for those who wish, to be ‘confirmed’, (made 
firm) in faith. It’s at a service led by the Bishop, who will anoint and pray for God’s 
Spirit to be in each person. It’s an amazing service, that changes our lives to be 
fulfilling lives. 
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Anyone is welcome to come, even if they have already been confirmed and would 
just like to be refreshed in their faith. It doesn’t matter how old you are; and if you 
haven’t been christened that’s ok too. Just let Anne, or one of the Churchwardens or 
readers know, and we’ll find a time that fits in with you. 
 

♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

Church News and Notices 
New Address 
 
Sadly, Brian Sunderland has now retired from being organist, mainly at Willoughby 
church but also helping out with the churches in the Benefice. He moved house in 
the middle of September and would be delighted to hear from any of you, or indeed 
have a visit from you at his new home where he will make you most welcome.  His 
address is Apartment 12, Henley Hall, Kenilworth Road, Leamington Spa CV33 
5TW.  His telephone number is 01926 422609. 
 
He will be greatly missed by all the churches where he has been playing the organ 
for a great many years. 

 
We are now fully online! 
 
Please note the web addresses for the churches in the benefice are as follows: 

www.stmarksflecknoe.co.uk; www.stpetersgrandborough.co.uk; 
www.allsaintsleamingtonhastings.co.uk; www.stnicholaswilloughby.co.uk      

For the latest news, you can also follow us on Facebook @stmarksflecknoe; 
@stpeterschurchgrandborough and @St.Nicholas.Willoughby.Rugby. 
  

Healing Service 
 
The next monthly healing services at the Church of the Good Shepherd, Broadwell, 
will be on Tuesday 15th October and 19th November at 7.30 pm. The service is 
open to anyone who wants to spend some quiet time with God and praying for our 

families, friends and communities. Please come and join us.  

 
If you know of anyone who would appreciate prayer for any reason at all, please 
advise Anne on 01788 438561 or Karen Hatch on 01926 812363 and we will include 
them in our prayer time.  
 

♦♦♦♦♦ 
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Flecknoe 
 

Holiday Club  
 
We had a very successful Benefice children's Holiday Club again this year.  The 
theme for the Holiday Club was "Up in the air.”  On Wednesday 7th August, after 
listening to the story of the sick man healed when his friends lowered him down from 
the roof to avoid the crowds, the children made 3D models of the scene.  After lunch 
by Simon Midgley's pond, games were played on the cricket pitch.   
 
The highlight of Holiday Club was the visit to Holdenby House in Northamptonshire 
on Thursday 8th to the Icarus Falconry Centre.  The Flecknoe 'Naughty Boys Club' 
are very much to be thanked for funding the cost of hiring a coach for the transport 
to Holdenby.  Each of the 32 children was able to personally handle 3 birds, including 
a small owl and a Harris hawk.  They also handled a six foot snake and some 
terrifyingly large beetles.  The weather was perfect for flying the birds and few will 
forget this memorable experience.  Lunch and play followed in Everdon Stubbs 
woodland.   
 
On Friday 9th the children heard the stories of Elijah and the ravens and of him being 
taken up into heaven.  They then made bug homes, designed kites, made dragon 
flies from pipe cleaners, painted pictures of heaven and also made scones to take       
home.  More games on the cricket pitch in the afternoon.  The  Holiday Club closed 
with a time of reflection with our Vicar, Anne, in the Church. 
 
Many thanks to all those who helped to make everything run so smoothly, including 
the main organisers, Clare Grant, Laura Seago and Caroline Reid. 
 

♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

Grandborough 
 

Church Opening  
 
Our church is open every Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 9.00 am to 6.00 pm. 

  
Thank you 
 
Haydn and Charmaine would like to thank everyone who supported the Cream Teas 
event, held in their garden in August.  The total raised was £553 which has been 
divided between the church and the village hall. 
 

New Carpet 
 
We had a luxurious new carpet fitted in September and are delighted with the results. 
Come along to one of our services to see the transformation.  
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Harvest Festival/Supper 
 
Our Harvest Festival will be held on Sunday 13th October at 5.00 pm, followed by 
supper in the Village Hall at 6.15 pm. Tickets are available from members of the PCC 
at a cost of £6.00 per adult and £3.00 for children.  All welcome. 
 

Farmers’ Market 
 
Another very busy market in September.  We have extended the seating area for the 
café to cope with the number of customers that we now have coming along for 
refreshments.  Our next markets will be on Thursday 3rd October and 7th November.  
Do come along and support our stallholders as well as enjoying a chat and a ‘cuppa’ 
in the café.  
 

Messy Church   
 
After the summer break, we were delighted to have 15 children attend Messy Church 
in September.  They all had a wonderful time making crafts and were very attentive 
for the story.  The food was enjoyed by all, with many coming back for seconds.  
 
The next Messy Church will be held on Thursday 3rd October and 7th November.  
For more information contact Dorothy Johnson at dorothyjjohnson@outlook.com. 
Everyone is welcome to come and join us.  If you haven’t been before, please come 
along and give it a try.  We commence at 4.30 and finish at approximately 6.30 pm.  
 

Women’s Institute 
 
Our meeting on 16th October will be presented by Sue Sutton – Your Move! 
 
On 20th November we will be having our AGM with cheese and wine + Mexican 
Train Evening! 
 
Our meetings are held at the village Hall at 7.30 pm. Everyone welcome. 
 

Methodist Chapel 
 
Preachers for October and November are as follows.  Services are held at 6.30 pm 
in the Chapel.  All welcome.  
 

October Preacher November Preacher 

Sunday    6th Mr  A Price Sunday    3rd Rev D Collinson 

Sunday  13th Mrs M Sitch Sunday   10th Mrs M Geldart 

Sunday  20th Rev Charity (HC) Sunday   17th Rev Charity (HC) 

Sunday  27th Rev A Hardwick Sunday   24th Mr J Wells 

 
-  5  - 

Leamington Hastings 
 

Churchyard tidy-up 
 
There will be a churchyard clear up in the new churchyard at All Saints’ on Saturday 
12th October from 10.00 am until 1.00 pm. All help would be appreciated and if 
possible, please come with gloves, wheelbarrows and any cutting tools! 
 

Harvest Festival 
 
Our Harvest Festival will be held on Sunday 27th October at 4.00 pm, followed by a 
bring and share supper. This is very suitable for children from 0-100!  Everyone will 
be warmly welcomed!  Please come to the supper even if you cannot attend the 
service.  
 
Any food collected at the service will be donated to the Rugby Foodbank.  They need 
non-perishable food please.  You will see what is required if you access their website 
https://rugby.foodbank.org.uk/.  If you are not able to come to the Harvest service, 
you can bring donations to church (during any service) beforehand.  Thank you. 

 
Leamington Bowls Club  
 
Another outdoor season came to a close on Saturday 14th September. We have had a 
good season (won a few, lost a few) and when we bowl, whether it's a practise roll up or 
a match, we have fun with good company in the fresh air!    
 
The Lyle Watts Charity match that was played in August, (under a blazing sun), raised 
£468. Thank you to everyone that takes part and over the years £30,000 has been raised 
for Myton Hospice. 
 
Our indoor short mat bowls has now started and is held every Wednesday at 7.00 pm in 
the Leamington Hastings Parish Hall. If you would like to have a try, you will be made 
most welcome, just turn up! We provide the equipment, all you need to bring is a pair of 
flat shoes. We look forward to seeing you. 
 

♦♦♦♦♦ 
 
 

Willoughby 
 
After a summer of little activity, autumn sees us renewed and preparing for the next 
part of our plans for the church.  That of trying to raise funds to put facilities in the 
church, a toilet and servery.  St Nicholas is a church for the village and a village 
needs its church and as such, these are essential. Any ideas and suggestions would 
be gratefully received 
 
 

-  6  - 

https://rugby.foodbank.org.uk/


Soup and Pudding 
 
We have a soup and social booked on October 19th and November 9th in the Village 
Hall.  Come along for a bowl of soup and pudding. Have a chat make new 
friends.  Cost £5 from 12.00 midday. 
 

Churchyard tidy-up 
 
If anyone could spend any time helping to tidy the churchyard in preparation for the 
winter, it would be appreciated.  Speak to Jackie Gibbard or Karen Nichols 

 
Thursday Club.  

10th October   2.30 pm at the Village Hall.  Norman Oates 'What's in a name?' 

17th October 12.30 pm - Pub Lunch.  To be decided, we will make sure it's good! 

14th November    2.30 pm Village Hall.  Ginny Davis 'From Pillory to Prison Cell' 

21st November  12.30 pm - Pub Lunch – As above. 

We are still collecting stamps and foreign and old coins, for Myton Hospice, just bring 
any to one of our meetings.  New members very welcome, ring Jim (the Sec) 891805. 
 

Flower Club 
 
Woolscott Flower Club is held on the first Wednesday evening of the month in 
Willoughby Village Hall at 7.30 pm. The Club is affiliated to NAFAS (National 
Association of Flower Arrangement Societies) and invites professional 
Demonstrators to their club meetings, who use beautiful flowers and foliage to create 
spectacular floral arrangements. 
 
If you would like to know more about the club and would like to see what we do, why 
not come along on a club evening as a guest. If you are interested contact: Andrea 
Hughes on 01788 891313 or by email mrsandreahughes@btinternet.com.   
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Church Services 
Thursday 
3rd October 

Grandborough   4.30 pm Messy Church 
 

6th October Grandborough 
Leamington Hastings 

  9.00 am 
11.00 am 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

13th October Flecknoe 
Willoughby 
Grandborough 

  9.00 am 
11.00 am 
  5.00 pm 

Holy Communion 
Family Service 
Harvest Festival/Supper 

15th October C of GS, Broadwell    7.30 pm Healing Service 

20th October Leamington Hastings 
Grandborough 
Willoughby 

  9.00 am 
11.00 am 
  4.00 pm 

Holy Communion 
WtW 
Evensong 

27th October Flecknoe 
Willoughby  
Leamington Hastings  

  9.00 am 
11.00 am 
  4.00 pm 

Breakfast Service 
Holy Communion 
Harvest Festival/Supper 

3rd November Grandborough 
Leamington Hastings 

  9.00 am 
11.00 am 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

Thursday 
7th November 

Grandborough   4.30 pm Messy Church 

10th November Grandborough 
Leamington Hastings 

10.30 am 
10.30 am 

Remembrance 
Remembrance 

17th November Leamington Hastings 
Grandborough 
Willoughby 

  9.00 am 
11.00 am 
  4.00 pm 

Holy Communion 
WtW 
Evensong 

Tuesday  
19th November 

C of GS, Broadwell   7.30 pm Healing Service 

24th November Flecknoe 
Willoughby  
Leamington Hastings  

  9.00 am 
11.00 am 
  4.00 pm 

Breakfast Service 
Family Service 
Afternoon Worship 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Please  note  the  latest  date  for  items  to  be  included  in  the  next  Leam Valley Messenger 
is 15th November.    Reports should be sent to:    dorothyjjohnson@outlook.com  
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